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MANUFACTURES OF THE UNITED STATES. 

BY 

HENRY GANNETT. 

The Census Office has recently issued complete figures concern- 
ing the manufactures of the United States and the several States, 
with summaries of the principal industries. These figures present 
a. marvellous picture of growth, which is set forth in the following 
table, showing the principal figures of this branch of industry from 
1850 to the beginning of the present century. 
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Manufactures of the United States. 151 

It will be observed that while the number of establishments has 
increased in the half century more than four-fold, capital has been 
multiplied 19 times; wage-earners, $}4 times; and wages, 10 times. 
The value of products is 13 times as great in 1900 as in 1850. The 
population of the country has, in the interim, been multiplied by 
2%. It will be seen from comparison in the increase of the num- 
ber of establishments and the capital that the average of the capi- 
tal per establishment has increased many times — from $4,100 up to 
^19,000; that the wages per hand have nearly doubled; and that 
the value of products per establishment has increased from $8,300 
to over $25,000. The efficiency per hand — that is, the value of 
product per hand — has increased from $480 up to $1,260. This 
_great increase in efficiency (one man being worth nearly as much 
as three men half a century ago) is, of course, due to the great 
increase in the use of machinery and labour-saving devices. 

Among the States, New York is pre-eminent in manufactures as 
in many other respects, and its manufactured products are out of 
proportion to its population. While it contains one-tenth of the 
number of inhabitants of the country, its manufactured products 
are one-sixth those of the country. Next to it in rank is Pennsyl- 
vania with 14 per cent., Illinois with 9 per cent., and Massachu- 
setts with 8 per cent. These four States, with 28 per cent, of the 
population, contribute, collectively, nearly one-half the manu- 
factured products of the country. 

The Northern States, including those lying north of Mason and 
Dixon's Line, the Ohio river> and the south boundaries of Missouri 
and Kansas, with only 62 per cent, of the population, contribute 
not less than 83 per cent, of the manufactures of the country; 
while the Southern States — that is, .those lying south of the above- 
described line, with 32 per cent, of the population — contribute only 
12 per cent., and the Western States — that is, those of the Rocky 
Mountain region and the Pacific Coast — contribute 5 per cent., 
■which is very closely in accord with their percentage of population. 

The following table shows in millions of dollars the value of 
the product of the principal items of the manufacturing industries. 

PRODUCTS. MILLIONS OF 

DOLLARS. 

Iron and Steel 835 

Blast Furnaces 206 

Rolling mills, steel works, etc 596 

Slaughtering and Meat Packing 787 

Lumber 567 



152 Manufactures of the United States. 

™ODUCTS. MI ™L 0F 

DOLLARS. 

Flour 560 

Woollen Goods 400 

Liquors 340 

Cotton Goods 339 

Boots and Shoes 261 

Printing and Publishing 223 

Cars 218 

Leather 204 

Chemicals 202 

Cheese, butter and condensed milk 131 

Paper 127 

Petroleum refining 124 

Carriages and Wagons 121 

Silk Goods 107 

Agricultural Implements 101 

Our iron and steel production is 6.4 per cent, of all manufac- 
tures; textiles, with the minor manufactures connected with them, 
such as hosiery, carpets, hats, etc., amount altogether to 967 mil- 
lions, or 7.4 per cent, of all manufactures; slaughtering and meat 
packing, 6 per cent.; lumber, 4.3 per cent.; and flour the same. 
These five products, taken collectively, make 24.1 per cent, of all 
the manufactured goods. 



